Soft tissue injuries associated with pelvic fractures.
Significant soft tissue injuries often occur as part of high-energy injuries to the pelvis. These soft tissue injuries must be recognized and considered when implementing a treatment plan if complications are to be minimized. Vigilance in diagnosing open fractures must be maintained. Patients with these injuries must be managed aggressively, because they are at high risk for complications and death. Closed pelvic and acetabular fractures also may include soft tissue injury that requires special consideration. Careful evaluation and management of the soft tissues aids in determining appropriate techniques for reduction and fixation of the associated fractures.